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As we welcome a new season, we
also welcome a number of new and
exciting things at the Springfield Art
Museum. We now have a new brand
identity with an updated logo and will
soon have a matching website with
many expanded features. We have
recently made a number of important
acquisitions for the Museum with the
addition of works by Sage Dawson,
Richard Estes, and Rose O’Neill made
possible by Southwest Missouri Museum Associates (SMMA) and Friends of
the Springfield Art Museum (FOSAM.)
We also have new exhibits opening
including a retrospective of painter Susi
Ettinger opening on May 16 and our
annual Watercolor USA opening on June

6. We also have a number of new educational opportunities for our visitors
thanks to the support of SMMA and
FOSAM. The Museum will provide a
reading nook featuring children’s books,
generously sponsored by SMMA and
has opened its Family Art Lab, which
features hands-on educational activities for families sponsored by FOSAM.
Finally, we are proud to announce
that our Permanent Collection is now
accessible online via a new website
(http://springfieldart.pastperfectonline.
com/). You can find stories about all of
this and more in this quarter’s Newsletter. Thank you for being a part of our
Springfield Art Museum!

Springfield All School Exhibition

Susi Ettinger: Ciphers & Glyphs
May 16 - November 8, 2015
Reception: Friday, May 15, 5:30 PM
Weisel and Kelly Galleries

March 21 – April 26, 2015
Weisel, Kelly, and Courtyard Galleries

Cover image: Susi Ettinger, Marginal Notations, 1969, acrylic on canvas. Collection of the Springfield
Art Museum. [SAM 1969.42]

Recent Acquisitions
The Springfield Art Museum is pleased
to announce the addition of five new
works of art to the Permanent Collection! These include a woodcut by
photorealist, Richard Estes; a mixed
media work by Missouri artist, Sage
Dawson; and three works by artist and
illustrator, Rose O’Neill. Both the Richard Estes and the Sage Dawson were

purchased by the Museum from its
Acquisition Fund. The three works by
Rose O’Neill were purchased through a
gift from Friends of the Springfield Art
Museum in memory of past FOSAM
leader Mary Lou Kayes and a gift from
the Southwest Missouri Museum Associates made possible through the 85th
Anniversary Gala event.

Rose O’Neill, Illustration from Good Housekeeping, 1930,
pen and ink, orange wash on paper
Sage Dawson, Summerville: Natural Disasters During the Winter of 2011, 2013, lithography, acrylic and pencil on paper
Richard Estes, Detail, Times Square, 2000, woodcut on
Kozo-ishi paper, printed in 29 colors from 20 blocks
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Springfield All School Exhibition

Ongoing – April 26, 2015
Weisel, Kelly, and Courtyard Galleries
This exhibition features works by K-12
students.

An Evening with “The Giver” Author
Lois Lowry

Thursday, April 2, 7 PM
Lois Lowry, author of the “The Giver,” is
the keynote speaker for the Library’s April
2015 One Read. The event will include
a performance from the Springfield Little
Theatre Education Series and a book
signing with books available for purchase
that night. Admission is free. A One Read
event.

Slow Art Day at the Springfield Art
Museum

june

Summer Art Camp Session 1, “Ancient
Worlds”

June 2 – 5, Full day and half day options
available.
Campers will explore ancient art including the Museum’s 1,300 year old Chinese
terracotta horse!
For more information contact Kate Baird
(417) 837-5700 or kbaird@springfieldmo.
gov.

Saturday, April 11, 11 AM
Enjoy viewing art at a leisurely pace then
join a discussion about the experience over
a brown-bag lunch on the lawn with other
art fans. For more information visit: http://
www.slowartday.com/

First Friday Art Walk Shuttle

Family Day

June 6 - August 23, 2015
Reception: Friday, June 5, 5:30 PM
Eldredge, Spratlen and Armstrong Galleries

Saturday, April 25, 10 AM – 12 Noon
Join us for children’s art activities. Admission is free!
may

First Friday Art Walk Shuttle

Friday, May 1, 5:30 – 9 PM
Free shuttle service from the Springfield
Art Museum to downtown Springfield’s
First Friday Art Walk.

Susi Ettinger: Ciphers & Glyphs

May 16 - November 8, 2015
Reception: Friday, May 15, 5:30 PM
Weisel and Kelly Galleries

Friday, June 5, 5:30 – 9 PM
Free shuttle service from the Springfield
Art Museum to downtown Springfield’s
First Friday Art Walk.

Watercolor USA 2015

Summer Art Camp Session 2, “All Things
Bright and Beautiful”
June 9 – 12, Full day and half day options
available.
Campers will create art based on nature
from papermaking with flowers to art
about insects!
For more information contact Kate Baird
(417) 837-5700 or kbaird@springfieldmo.
gov.

FOR MORE EVENTS, JOIN OUR
EMAIL LIST OR VISIT:
www.sgfmuseum.org

Family Learning and Family Fun!
We are pleased to introduce more
opportunities for families to have fun
while learning together at the Springfield Art Museum! The Museum
recently opened its Family Art Lab,
an interactive space where families
can create art and engage in handson learning activities. These activities
include over 20 art-making activity
bins, a “mini museum” that allows kids
to curate their own exhibition, activity
boards for drawing and puzzles, and

activity bags that can be taken into the
galleries for interactive learning. The
Family Art Lab is generously sponsored
by Friends of the Springfield Art Museum. In the coming months, we will also
open a new “Reading Nook” sponsored
by SMMA, which will feature a quiet
area for parents and kids to curl up
with a book. Both the Family Art Lab
and Reading Nook are located in the
original Museum building which is now
designated as the Education Wing.

The Springfield Art Museum is proud
to feature the work of Susi Steinitz
Ettinger, a mixed media artist who
currently lives and works in Baltimore,
Maryland. In her 92nd year, Ettinger
is still creating new work having transitioned from painting and collage to
digital manipulations. The exhibit pulls
together a full retrospective of her
work covering nearly 75 years of artistic output.
Born in Berlin, Ettinger immigrated to
the United States in 1939. After graduating college in Kentucky, she moved to
New York where she became one of
the first female lecturers at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Throughout the
1940s and 1950s, she was a free-lance

cartoonist; her cartoons were published in Colliers, The Saturday Review,
Esquire and Judge. A job transfer for
her husband brought her to Springfield,
Missouri in 1964 where she became a
professor at what was then Southwest
Missouri State, eventually retiring from
the university in 1984.

In her 92nd year, Ettinger is still
creating new work having transitioned from painting and collage
to digital manipulations. The
exhibit pulls together a full retrospective of her work covering
nearly 75 years of artistic output.

One commonality running
throughout the work is the
creation of ciphers and glyphs.
Ettinger has invented her own
personal symbolic language...

the work is the creation of ciphers and
glyphs. Ettinger has invented her own
personal symbolic language, pulled from
Amerindian pictographs, Paleolithic and
prehistoric cave markings and hybridizations of forms. She uses this personal
language as a method of psychological
exploration and release.

Ettinger’s work is hard to define; pulling
from multiple styles, she has worked
with a wide variety of media ranging
from conté crayon drawings to collage.
One commonality running throughout

This exhibit will feature work borrowed
from the artist, a number of private
collectors as well as the Springfield Art
Museum’s permanent collection. A
catalogue will be available.

News from the SMMA Board

News from the President
joan menchetti, smma

It must be a real joy for all of
you to come to the end of this
long, cold, snowy winter and be
able to welcome in a beautiful
Ozark Spring.
So much has been accomplished while I
was gone, even with meetings cancelled
because of weather. I am impressed and
very thankful for the talented, dedicated
people on the Executive Committee, on
the Board of Trustees, in the Museum Shop,
in Art Groups as well as Leslie in the office,
who truly care about and support this very
unique organization.
First of all the audit was completed. Certified Public Accountant Amanda Kastler
with Elliott Robinson, LLP, presented the
report in the January Board meeting. We
were given an “unqualified opinion” which
in standard accounting terms is the best
rating given. She explained that the “cash
basis” accounting system we use is appropriate for an organization of our size. Our
financial reports are more detailed than
reports generated by the generally accepted accounting principles used by professional accountants. She praised SMMA for

maintaining a significant reserve. We are
in compliance with 501(c) 3 tax exempt
status and we are not holding too much
cash or cash equivalent. The audit report is
available upon request to SMMA members
in our office.
Our commitment to the museum outlined in the 2014-2015 budget has been
fulfilled. The Bylaws Committee Chairman
Suzanne Rohman and committee have
updated our Bylaws. Of particular interest
Article XI, Section b now reads: “The books
and accounts of SMMA shall be reviewed
annually by an accountant selected by the
Executive Committee. Such accountant
shall also prepare any necessary tax returns.
The Executive Committee may authorize
an audit of the SMMA books and accounts
as it deems necessary, but is not required
to do so.”
Finance Committee Chairman Mary
Hamilton and committee have prepared a
Funds Management/Finance Policy and the
Personnel Committee Chairman Margaret
Hindman and committee have revised the
Personnel Policies and Procedures.
Museum Educator Kate Baird told the
Board of Trustees of a plan to improve the
art education of Children by providing addi-

Rose O’Neill, Sweet Monster, ca. 1920, pen and
ink on paper.

Fortunately I returned home in time to
attend the fabulous Breakfast at Tiffany’s at
the Oasis that Brenda Stiles and her committee planned for our Extension Groups.
We had delicious Eggs Benedict, music, a
video, and program by Maxon’s Diamond
Merchants. We also had a guest! “Miss
Audrey Hepburn” was with us. It is always
a pleasure to meet with those very special
groups.

tional spaces and programs in the museum.
They voted to donate $2500.00 to cover
the construction costs for a reading nook
and $500.00 for the purchase of reading
materials for the Family Art Lab. They also
voted to provide $2,750.00 to cover the
cost of 11 field trips to the museum for
rural school children through the Placeworks program.

We want to keep all our Art Groups
informed of what is happening in the board
meetings each month. We have decided to
mail packets to each Art Group that is unable to attend. However, if someone from
your group can pick it up we could save on
postage.
Geranium Chairman Linda Peacock has
ordered our Geraniums. This is a major
fundraiser and I hope you have placed your
order. You can pick up your porch pots and
ready-to-plant geraniums at the museum on April 20th from 9-12 noon. That
definitely tells us that Spring is really here at
last! Enjoy.

SMMA Announcements
1st Quarter 2015
Geranium Pick Up
Monday, April 20, 2015
9:00 – 12:00 noon
SMMA’s Fresh Pecan Fundraiser
Is underway in the Museum Shop
and the SMMA office
Memorials
World Arts
In memory of Marge Penninger
Avant Garde
In memory of Kathryn Driscoll-Waters
Antique Arts
In memory of Carolyn Bradley

Speaker Gifts
Décor Feminique
SMMA Board Meeting
Wednesday, April 22, 2015
9:30 Social, 10:00 Meeting begins
SMMA Annual Meeting
Wednesday, May 27, 2015
9:30 Social, 10:00 Meeting begins

Friends of the Springfield
Art Museum
News from the President
MARY SUE HOBAN
Greetings all. Having finally defrosted
from this long winter, I hope you too
are feeling rejuvenated by Spring and all
the possibilities for new and wonderful
experiences.
For those of you who enjoy traveling
to see art – or seeing art when you
travel – I hope you’re taking advantage
of the exciting NARM (North American Reciprocal Museum) privileges
available to every FOSAM member
who participates at the Sustaining level
and above. These privileges include free
admission and discounts at more than
600 museums of all types across the
United States. What a great benefit to
supporting a good cause! If you’d like to
learn more about FOSAM membership
or NARM, just email us at fosam.spfd@
gmail.com.
I’m delighted to report that FOSAM
made two gifts to the Museum in
March, funding initiatives our Directors
believe are really great for the entire
Springfield community. With these gifts,
FOSAM fulfills our pledge to support
the Museum at the Benefactor level, at
least, this fiscal year. Like all our contributions, these gifts were funded by
member dues and additional donations,
and we send thanks to all of you who
have made this support possible.
First, FOSAM is happy to fund the
Museum’s purchase of a delightful work

by nationally recognized local artist
Rose O’Neill. We’re pleased to make
it possible for the Museum to bring
to its collection Illustration from Good
Housekeeping, 1930, a pen and ink
drawing, with orange wash, on paper,
size 18 x 27 inches. We look forward
to having FOSAM’s name associated
with this lovely work. We also appreciate that its record and display signage
will reflect that our donation has been
made in memory of past FOSAM
leader Mary Lou Kayes. This is a terrific
way to remember her service to the
Museum and create an opportunity for
our community to discover and enjoy
Rose O’Neill.
Our second donation is even more
exciting. I’m thrilled to announce that
FOSAM has become the signature
sponsor of the Museum’s new Family
Art Lab (FAL). In this “please touch”
area, children are encouraged to learn
by doing in a visually stimulating and
aesthetically pleasing space. This dynamic and engaging spot will bring families
of all shapes and sizes to the Museum
and keep them coming back. Many
thanks to Museum Educator Kate Baird
for her great ideas and energy, and we
look forward to helping her bring this
exciting venue to life.
With our gift to FAL, we’ll be bringing
creative and inspiring play space and
materials to the Museum for all visitors
to experience. Families pay no fee or
tuition to enjoy these great resources;
all activities and materials are free to
everyone. We hope you’ll stop in for a
visit – it’s fun with or without children –
and experience FAL as it blossoms. This
is an ongoing and growing initiative and
we’d love to have your support.

Outside the Museum, our free ArtTalk
series continued on March 3 at the
Brentwood Library. We thank local
artist William Newcomb for a lively and
interesting evening, including a terrific
hands-on demonstration of creating
art. I know everyone who attended
enjoyed Bill’s program, and we appreciate his time and effort. Many thanks
to Sandra Letson for putting together
this event. It was a great break from the
winter blahs. ArtTalk will continue in
2015, featuring local artists and advocates speaking about their work, often
with an interactive creative experience.
We are pleased to be able to open
ArtTalk so that members can bring any
number of guests. Keep an eye on our
website for details on the next events.
Looking ahead, we hope you will join
us for our monthly free, guided tour
of the Museum and a selected exhi-

bition. Bring family, a friend, a neighbor – young or old – and join us. We
alternate between Thursday evenings
and Sunday afternoons, and the newest
dates and destinations will be listed on
our website. On the social front, Friends
continue to enjoy our casual gatherings
at Galloway Grill. We hope you’ll bring
a friend and join us for an evening with
art-minded folks. Drop in on the fourth
Tuesday of each month, starting at 6:00
pm for a cash bar.
Please visit our website www.artmuseumfriends-spfd.org and LIKE us on
Facebook for the newest information
on our expanding list of activities and
events. We’d also love to hear from you
with your ideas for fun and fundraising.
I thank you again for your support as
the Museum and FOSAM collaborate
to bring art and our whole community
closer together.

